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CPE Writing 
 

Writing a Proposal 
 

This is a question from a past CPE paper. 
 
You local council is proposing to ban all cars from the town centre because of problems 
with traffic, pollution and accidents. However, the following comments were made at a 
public meeting to discuss the situation: 
 

 My car is the only way I have of taking my children to school safely and 

quickly. 

 The shops in the town centre will close because people will go elsewhere 
to do their shopping. 

 Public transport here is dreadful. We can't rely on it and it's too expensive. 

 
The local council is inviting people to send in proposals in which they express their views 
on the council's plan and offer possible solutions to people's concerns. 
 
Write your proposal. (300-350 words) 

 
An approach to this task. 
 
You should begin by thinking about what you will say. Probably the easiest approach is to 
come out in favour of the proposal, but add modifications in order to address the concerns 
of residents. For example: 
 

 taking children to school – proposed solution, a school bus 

 shopping – a new car park with shuttle bus 

 public transport is dreadful – you propose to improve it 
 
You can then make an outline, like this 
 
Introduction – the council's plan, my view (favourable), objections 
Taking children to school – state problem, offer solution 
Shopping – state problem, offer solution 
Public transport – state problem, offer solution 
Conclusion – a brief summary of your proposals 
 
Here is an example answer. 
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A Proposed Solution to the Traffic Problems in Brigston Town Centre 
 

Introduction 
 

The Council's plan and objections to it 
 

As is widely-known, the Brigston Town Council are proposing a ban on all motor traffic 
from the town centre, an area which includes the main shopping area as well as St Mary's 
Primary School. I strongly support this plan, which I feel will result in a noticeable 
improvement in the quality of life of local residents. However, several concerns were 
raised at the recent public meeting held to discuss the proposed ban. In this proposal I will 
address these concerns and attempt to find workable solutions for each of them. 
 
Taking and collecting children from school 
 
Several parents expressed the view that the car was the only way to take their children to 
school and collect them in the afternoon. I propose a radically improved school bus 
service, with an increased number of pick-up and drop-off points. In this way parents 
would no longer need to drive their children to school and pollution from car fumes would 
decline substantially. 
 
Shopping in the town 
 
Several shopkeepers were worried about the negative effect that a ban would have on 
trade. However, many local residents are already reluctant to patronise shops in the centre 
due to the difficulty of finding parking spaces. I propose therefore that the council should 
build a large multi-storey car park on King Street, and link this to the centre with a system 
of free and frequent shuttle buses. This would make shopping easier for local residents 
and visitors to the town alike, as well as reducing accidents, congestion and pollution. 
 
Negative perceptions of public transport. 
 
There is some truth in the view that existing public transport provision is inadequate. In 
part, however, this is due to the fact that local residents are unwilling to forgo using their 
own car, despite the negative consequences that this provokes. A radically improved 
system, as outlined above, should go a long way to altering these perceptions. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The proposals I have outlined, namely, an improved school bus service, a new car park 
and a system of shuttle buses will, I am sure, radically improve the quality of life of our 
residents and I hope that the Council will take them into consideration. 
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