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IELTS Writing Task 2

Here is an example of an IELTS Part 2 Writing task.

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Successful sports professionals can earn a great deal more money than people in other 
important professions. Some people think this is fully justified while others think it is unfair.

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

How to approach the task

You are asked to discuss both views and give your own opinion. The first step is therefore 
to decide which side of the argument you are going to come down on. It is usually easier to 
discuss the view you disagree with first, and then give the arguments for the opinion you 
support. Try to think of a few arguments for both sides. For example:

Unfair-
• they do not contribute anything essential to society
• they do not undergo years of training like eg doctors
• they do not risk their lives on a daily basis like eg firemen and soldiers

Justified
• few people can do what they do – supply and demand
• sport is big business- people choose freely to spend money on it
• meritocratic – only barrier to success is lack of ability
• their time at the top is short

Finally, you need to think of a strong opening sentence which will introduce the essay, 
without simply repeating the words of the question.

In order to get a good mark you must try to give the reader an impression of the breadth 
and range of your vocabulary. Try to think of alternative expressions to avoid repetition of 
key vocabulary. Here, for example, we can use wages, salaries, money, rewards as 
near-synonyms. 

There is an example answer on the next page. Read it carefully and make a note of any 
useful expressions which you can use in your own essays. Some of these have been 
highlighted.
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At the conclusion of a top tennis or golf tournament, or whenever there is a high-profile 
football transfer the subject of sportspeople's wages inevitably crops up. Many people 
express disgust at the enormous salaries these sports stars can command, while others 
shrug their shoulders and accept it.  I will now examine both of these points of view.

People who think there is something wrong with this situation point out that sport is hardly 
a necessity and that sportsmen do not therefore make an essential contribution to society, 
unlike, for example, manufacturing or agricultural workers.. Secondly, they do not have to 
undergo years of rigorous training and study like, for example doctors and lawyers. Finally, 
they do not risk life and limb in carrying out their duties, as soldiers and firemen routinely 
do.

On the other hand, people who are in favour of, or at least accept the astronomical 
salaries of sporting superstars argue that it is all a question of supply and demand. There 
is only one Tiger Woods, or Cristiano Ronaldo, and it is thus natural that they can 
command such sums. Sport today is big business and part of the entertainment industry. 
If people choose to spend a large slice of their disposal income on it, it is only right that 
the purveyors of such distractions are duly rewarded. That is just the way capitalism 
works. 

Another argument centres on the essential egalitarianism of sporting success. Unlike other 
professions, there are no barriers to entry apart from natural ability. There are few 
working class doctors or lawyers but many, many working class footballers and boxers. 
Finally, it should be remembered that the period in which a sports star can expect to earn 
a lot of money is relatively brief, and can be cut short by injury at any moment.

On balance, therefore, I think I agree with those who say that it is both useless and unfair 
to bewail the high salaries paid to sports stars. That is the way society is, and when we 
examine the matter a little more closely, it is probably right that they should reap the 
rewards of their talents.


