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IELTS Writing Task 2

Here is a Writing part 2 task from a past IELTS paper.

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Some people believe that visitors to other countries should follow local customs and 
behaviour. Others disagree and think that the host country should welcome cultural 
differences.

Discuss both views and give your own opinion.

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own 
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

How to approach the task.

This is a difficult topic to write about, because the two points of view are not mutually 
exclusive, and you may well agree with both of them. It is also not clear what is meant by 
“visitors”. The reference to “cultural differences” seems to suggest that the writer of the 
task is thinking about immigration. One way to begin might be to make a list of ideas, like 
this:
areas where visitors should follow local customs

• notions of politeness, eg in shops, bars
• dress
• hygiene (eg spitting, littering)
• alcohol consumption

reasons for welcoming cultural differences
• food etc in shops and markets, restaurants
• may lead to greater understanding and tolerance

Here is an example answer.

For a variety of reasons, movement from one country to another is on the increase, and as 
a result more and more people are coming into contact with different cultures, whether as 
a result of tourism or migration. I will discuss some of the issues that arise from this trend, 
and in particular the obligations that the visitor has to conform to the way of life of the host 
society, and whether there are reasons for the host country to welcome the newcomers.

Probably the majority of people would say that visitors, whether tourists or economic 
migrants, have a duty to respect the rules of the society into which they have come in a 
number of different areas. One such area concerns what constitutes polite behaviour in 



INTERNATIONAL HOUSE LA SPEZIA & SARZANA

shops and bars, queuing and forms of address. Another sensitive area is dress, where 
what is considered acceptable or decent may vary considerably from one country to 
another. A third area is hygiene, for example such matters as spitting, littering or beating 
carpets. Finally, norms regarding alcohol consumption in the host country should certainly 
be respected by the guest.

However, this is not to say that the population of the host country should not make an 
effort to welcome visitors, and that if the locals are prepared to be open-minded they may 
find the presence of foreign visitors a positive one. To take just one example, the culinary 
tradition of the UK has been vastly enriched by large-scale immigration, first from the West 
Indies and the Indian sub-continent and more recently from Eastern Europe. The 
transformation of Britain into a multi-ethnic society has also had positive effects in terms of 
breaking down at least some of the famous British insularity and reserve.

In conclusion, I would say that the two points of view mentioned at the start of this essay 
are not mutually exclusive. It is certainly true that the visitor has a duty to try to adapt as 
far as possible to the rules of the society which has taken him in. At the same time, the 
host country will often find that it too has benefitted from contact with the new arrivals.


