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Upper Intermediate 1

Writing Practice 2

Look at this question.

A magazine is running a short story writing competition. Write a story about someone whose 
choice of clothes changed their life. Write 140–180 words. Include the following information:
• a description of what the person wore
• details about who and where the person was and what happened when they wore those clothes
• details about what happened in the end

Suggestions

It can be difficult to know how to approach this type of question, but it is important to 
realise that if you choose this type of question in an exam like PET or FCE  the examiner 
is not looking for evidence of great literary skill. He or she wants to see if you can use the 
grammatical forms and vocabulary which are appropriate to this level. If you do this, you 
will get a good mark, even if the story itself is not a masterpiece.

Here is an example answer.

John had been looking for a job for over six months, and was beginning to think that he 
would never find one. He had been to several interviews, but for some reason the final 
answer was always “Thanks, but no thanks”. 

On that particular Monday morning he had yet another interview, at a computer software 
company. He woke up early, and began to get dressed. To his horror he discovered that 
his only suit had somehow got a large black stain on it. He certainly couldn't wear that to 
his job interview. In the end he decided to go in jeans and a teeshirt with the logo of a 
famous punk band from the 1970s on it. He was sure he wouldn't get the job anyway.

He arrived for his interview and went into the boss's office. To his surprise, the interview 
went very well, and the boss seemed to like him. After about 40 minutes, the boss held out 
his hand and said “Congratulations. Welcome to the team. It'll be nice to have another 
“Clash” fan in the office!”


